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Young Jesus in the Temple  (Luke 2:39-52)
Main Point: We should follow Jesus’ example by abiding with God.
Key Verse: Dear children, remain joined to Christ. - I John 2:28a
Personal Connection:  

· Say: Jesus’ parents couldn’t find Him; He had been missing for three days. When they finally found Him in the temple and questioned Him, He said, "Didn't you know I had to be in My Father's house?" Spending time with His Father was the most important thing to Jesus. If Jesus, who was fully God, had to be with His Father, don’t you think that it is even more important for us, as sinful people, to abide with God?
· Leader, please feel free to tell about one of the ways you abide with God. (Some ideas may be reading your Bible, prayer time, reflecting on God’s creation  when you go for a walk, singing praise songs in your car.)
Hands on Application:

· Abiding has much more to do with “being” than “doing.” It is about our relationship with God. What if a man and woman got married, but then they never spent time together? The husband might do the yard work and paint the house. The wife might cook and wash the clothes. They might even buy gifts for each other. There is nothing wrong with doing these things, but these “tasks” are NO replacement for a relationship.
· Say: The world is full of distractions. If we don’t abide with, or remain with, or spend time alone with God, we won’t hear Him speak to us. We won’t really know Him. What are some of the distractions in the world? (Television, constant music, other people, sports, hobbies) Choose one student. Say: I have a special message for _____. I want to tell him/her my message, but the rest of you are going to try to distract him/her from hearing it. Feel free to move around. When I say go, try to distract ______. Sit about ten feet from your chosen student. Whisper this message, taken from Zephaniah 3:17: “God takes delight in you! He will calm all your fears, and rejoice over you with singing.” After a few minutes of trying (unsuccessfully) to relay the message, quiet the class and ask the chosen student what the message was. Then, have all the students sit in a group. Take the chosen student away from the group. Tell the group they can still be distracting, but they can’t leave their seats. Get close to your student and whisper the message in his/her ear. Ask aloud: Now, can you tell the class what the message was? Allow the student to respond. Ask: Was it easier to hear me when we were away from all the distractions? 
Group Discussion: 

· Have a student read Luke 6:12 aloud. Say: Jesus got away from everything else in order to spend time with His Father.  
· Ask: What can you do to turn off distractions and spend time with God every day? 
Conversation with God (Prayer):

· Pray for the group to not just spend time with God on Sundays, but to have a daily relationship with Him. Pray that they see how abiding (remaining) in Him will help them to be more like Him. Fill in prayer journals, and close in prayer.  
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